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       Babel runs backwards

      ┌-

The world's languages are disappearing at the rate of one a fortnight.
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  Linguists classify languages on a scale ranging from 'safe" (learnt by
 all children in the group, and spoken by all its members) to...

 Most languages disappear because their speakers voluntarily

abandon them ... 



Quoted from a UNESCO paper :-

 The extinction of each language results in the irrecoverable loss

of unique cultural, historical and ecological knowledge. Each

language is a unique  expression of the human experience of the

world...

 The late Kenneth Hale, who taught linguistics at the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), put it more

passionately: "When you lose a language, you lose a culture,

intellectual wealth, a work of art. It's like dropping a bomb on a

museum."... 

 The demise of any language is a loss for all mankind, but most

of all a loss for its speakers. As one Navajo elder, quoted by Mr

Yamamoto, told his grandson :

   "If you don't breathe,

   There is no air.

   If you don't walk,

   There is no earth.

   If you don't speak,

     There is no world."


